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Dedication from the
2024 National Strategy for Suicide Prevention

To those we have lost to suicide, 
To those who struggle with thoughts of suicide, 
To those who have made a suicide attempt, 
To those caring for someone who struggles with thoughts of 
suicide, 
To those left behind after a death by suicide, 
To those in recovery, and 
To all those who work tirelessly to prevent suicide and suicide 
attempts in our nation every day. 
We believe that we can, and we will make a difference. 



Key Takeaways 
• Share evidence that supports firearm suicide prevention
• Raise awareness of current firearm suicide prevention efforts
• Inspire action to prevent firearm suicides



Suicide prevention has 
no single solution 
Accessible Mental Health Services

Crisis Intervention Hotlines

Community Education & Awareness

Gatekeeper Training

Lethal Means Reduction

School and Workplace Based 
Programs

Cultural Competence

Follow-Up Care

Support for Survivors

Data Monitoring and Research



Source: 2024-2028 Missouri Suicide Prevention Plan

In 2022
 66% of suicide deaths in Missouri used firearms compared to other means
 Firearm-related suicides went up from 61% in 2017 to 66%
 Of those who died from firearm-related suicide, 89% were male
 54% of all firearm-related deaths in Missouri were suicides

Suicide and firearms:
In 2022
 66% of suicide deaths in Missouri used firearms compared to other 

means
 Firearm-related suicides went up from 61% in 2017 to 66%
 Of those who died from firearm-related suicide, 89% were male
 54% of all firearm-related deaths in Missouri were suicides



Why focus on firearm suicide?



Most people who survive a suicide attempt do not 
try again—firearm suicides often leave no second 
chance



Reducing Access to Firearms Can Save Lives

Access to firearms is a key risk factor for suicide death

Gun owners aren’t likely to be more suicidal, 
just more likely to die if they make an 
attempt.



Reducing Access to Firearms Can Save Lives



2007
Changed rule regulating ammunition storage from 
storage at home to storage on base

  Reduced lethality of army issued firearms 
  during off-duty hours

2013 analysis of Switzerland’s suicide data 
between 1995 to 2009

  4% reduction in firearm-suicide of all genders

  9% reduction in firearm-suicide of men

Reducing Access to Firearms Can Save Lives
2003
Reduced from 400,000 to 200,000 soldiers

  Decreased number of army-issued    
  firearm availability

Changed rules that governed post-service 
ownership of military issued firearms

  Abrupt 20% decrease of    
  army issued, post-service 

firearmsEnacted gun licensure for all gun owners



2024





National Public Perception Survey on 
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention 
(2024)



A joint effort between the firearm-owning 
community and the suicide prevention 
community to raise awareness that suicide can 
be prevented through safe firearm storage. 



MISSOURI CORRECTIONS ASSOCIATION & MISSOURI 
PROBATION & PAROLE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION







mogovchallenge.com

thekaufmanfund.org
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