








•   Researchers have found that one fourth to one half of men who commit acts of domestic violence also 
have substance abuse problems (Gondolf, 1995; Leonard and Jacob, 1987; 
Kantor and Straus, 1987; Coleman and Straus, 1983; Hamilton and Collins, 1981; Pernanen, 1976).  

•   About 40 percent of children from violent homes believe that their fathers had a drinking problem 
and that they were more abusive when drinking (Roy, 1988). Fifty percent of batterers are believed to 
have had "addiction" problems (Faller, 1988). 

•   Substance abuse by one parent increases the likelihood that the substance-abusing parent will be 
unable to protect children if the other parent is violent (Reed, 1991). 

•   A study conducted by the Department of Justice of murder in families found that more than half of 
defendants accused of murdering their spouses -- as well as almost half of the victims -- had been 
drinking alcohol at the time of the incident (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1994). 

•   Alcoholic women are more likely to report a history of childhood physical and emotional abuse than 
are nonalcoholic women (Covington and Kohen, 1984; Miller et al., 1993; 
Rohsenow et al., 1988;Hein and Scheier, 1996). 

•   Women in recovery are likely to have a history of violent trauma and are at high risk of being 
diagnosed with posttraumatic stress disorder (Fullilove et al., 1993). 







































•    To initially gauge the possibility that the client is being abusive toward his family members, the interviewer can ask whether he 
thinks violence against a partner is justified in some situations (Kantor and Straus, 1987). Ffor example: "Some people think that, 
under certain circumstances, it's OK to hit your wife (girlfriend, etc.). Under what circumstances do you think violence might be 
justified?" 

•   The answer reveals clues about whether and when a client might use violence against his partner. The interviewer can now shift 
the questions to the client himself. The interviewer can ask questions to assess the client's sense of self-efficacy and self-control: 

•   "If you were faced with overwhelming stress (use a hypothetical situation), do you think you could keep your cool?“, "What do 
you think you'd do?“, Specific questions about events in the client's family, particularly his own current worries, may provide a 
sense of the environment in which violence may be occurring. 

•   Part of an interviewer's aim here is to give the client a good reason to discuss the violence in a manner similar to that described 

for interviewing survivors ...to help the client see that there are benefits to acknowledging the abuse. The interviewer may tell 
the client that violence toward a partner is not uncommon among the other people enrolled in a treatment program, opening the 
door for the client to respond truthfully. 

•   By taking an open-ended social and family history, the interviewer can gradually move to specific, direct questions regarding 
violence and abuse in the current relationship. For example: 

•   "Have you ever been physically hurt by someone in your family?" If the client's partner has hurt him or her, the reverse may also 

be true., "Have you ever hurt someone in your family?“ "Have you ever physically controlled, hit, slapped, or pushed your 
partner?" (If yes) "When was the last time this happened?" 










